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EXCELSIOR #1, is published every so often (on the so often) by I Shaw
Ltd., a non-profit organization, Contributions to help finence the
printing and mailing of this bulletin will be accepted in the follow-
ing amounts: 15¢ the copy, $1.00 the seven issues, This is intended
L0 be & fanzine, Mcst of the oplnions expressed herein are not necess -
&ry, Chuch Harris is mentioned here through the courtest of Robert
Bloch,

L, Shaw Ltg. 545 Manor Roagd Staten Island 14,N.Y.



M ONA  rososon

First things first: namely money. This is a SUBSCRIPT-
ION ZINE (repcat: subscription sine). It is intended to be as
Irequent &s time permits and interest (on the part of readers) allows
That means we will need a glut of naterial, and also subscriptions.
The subscriptions are for the purpose of purchasing stencils, paper,
Ote., 1n order to leave the publishers free to purchase the necessit-
lestof 1ife with their gainfully obtained wages., (.. N L2 2 !

30 THIS IS IT: either you subscribe or trade zines, or
you don't receive EXCELSIOR. The decision is yours. If you don't
want CELSY, chuclk the vhole thing. If you do want it, send a buck,
or similar quantity of money, or send us a’'nen-aj zine in trade,
(lnterestiﬁg'récOrés, books, or sports cars will be accepted in trade,
at the descretion of the editors,)

As to the kind of material we want, well, some fan or
S-F, or S or F slant would be nice. Articles preferred, fiction
considered, unless i8 is prozine slanted, but too pooriy written to
sell. Gooid items which have been rejected by prozines because of
un-cormercial slant, will be considered. Most anything will be
considered, We don't need anything much in the line of artwork
though. We would 1ike for the young fan who is going to be Tonorrow!d
Walt Willis, Jack Speer, or even Bob Tucker, to come forwvard with
examples of the fine work which is going to win the respect and
admiration of fandom in general. Lesser works will also be con-
sidered, 3o will the work of the young fans of Yesterday who are
Today's Walt Willis, Jack Speer, and even Bob Tucker, if they care
to submit it,

Special mention this issue goes to Ted White of QWERTYUIO-
Press who donated duplicating materials, and who gave some splendid
suggestlons and information to the editors, about duplicating in
general,  And special mention to Richard Eney, whose $106.°99 sub
to Quandry will be continued with Celsy,.

If any of you feel you have a claim against your original
subs to Q, please say so, and de'll fill out the due issues with
Celsy. We no longer have the Q sub lists, and we do not know how
our sucessor fulfilled obligations to the subscribers, so it is
your vord all the way,

Editorial continued on the
* records, horses lower healf of page 8
and TRUBMP,
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01 the typewriter

»ee@N 8rticle on the proper servicing and upkeep of a fan's most
inportant tool.,.

Perheps the most expensive piece of a fants equlpment (in terms
not only of initial cost but of meintenance) 1= the typewriter, This
being so, and fan financial resources being what they are, this
article should prove of value ang intersst to meny of you wvho, I am
convineed, lack only the few necessary bits of special knovledge
required before you, too, will be 2hlc to save =& great deal of money
by repairing your own equipment .,

I myself first bought the typewriter on which thzzis is wr.tten
some fxfteen years ago, X peld only fxve dallsvrs for xt, seconé-handf
and rebuxlt xt myself. Xt xz &n Undemiood HEXHE¥ Noxseless "Champxon
model--a machxne whxch would appear quxte complxcated to the layman,
Xf' bhe only knew!

Actuelly, thers xs nothxng complxcated about xt, :Z-Amyanc Yexth
Ver,86 tqn quxcltly lesarn the sxmple mechagnxeql prxncxplés involved,
angd xn no txme gt all wx1l be abls to edjust and care for hxs mgEhxne

glmost by second nqture, gs xt were,

in my own cgse, xt wgs sxmple, once the rust hgd been dxssolved
wxth qexd gnd the movxng parts thus unstucl, to dxssqssdmblge thz
mgehxnz gnd sprzqd xt out on q shzzt, Hqvxng donz so, Xt wgs g sngp,
So to spzgk, to put xt back togzthzr dgaxn--comparqatxvzly 8pzgkxng,
thgt xs.

Now, thz zgszntxgl pgrts of thz typzvrxtzr qrz:

Thz kzys,

Thz type,

Thw plgtzn, gnd

Somz mzgns of xnkxng thz typz, Npthxng LS rexX 3 xmpxCrtgnt.
Rzmzmbzr thqt zsszntxql fget, Zvzrythxng zlsz Bn thz mqgchxnz xs inly
thzrz t$ cinfusz yiu,

&0



care of the typewrxtr, con't.

Thz kzy must bz s% getugtzd gs t przss thz typz agaxnst thz
papzr. Thz typz must bz xnkzd bzfirz xt rzochzs thz p%pzr and thz
pgpzr rust bz S ppartzd by thz platzn, Mgny systzms 3f d%xng thxs
gqrz xn /sz. F3P xnstqnez, y%/ qrz qll famxlxqr wxth chxldrzn's
typzvheel typzwrxtzrs, Thxs xs snly inz systzm, Thzrz arz many
sthzrs, bzlxzvz mz!

B/t, znz/gh #fthzsz bgsxes, Lzt /s priczza t1 mirz qdvanczd
xnf'drmgtxdn,

Rzmivz thz civzr if y3/r ‘mgchxnz, ?ndzr nzq__th xt, yi/ wxl1
82z whgt wxll ot fxrstqpzqr t% bz q bzwxldzrxng mzss, Pavixt n% mxnd,
Y3/ wx1l sidn bz gstlnxshza bxymﬁbﬁ*pr%ffxcxznc%.

: J/st rzmzmbzr--prqctxez mgkzs fir skxll, gnd i3/ wxl1ll, qftzr
#nlt q fzv dzqrs, dxscivzr that kzzpxng w3/r tipzvrxtzr xn ipzratxng
csndxtxsn xs shzzr sxmplxcxtil

--Qlgxs B/dris
- 11-30-56

.-._———.—._——-._--.—----..——...-_—————-.._——-..——

NOTICE TO INTERESTED PARTIES:

This zine will be run in an edition of roughly 100 copies, no
more. The reason for limiting the circulation is the problem of
mimeoing, assembling and mailing large quantities of zines. And
when a fanzine ceases to be a pleasure and becomes & chore, it is
as good as dead. e want to make CELSY of reasonable size and
frequency. To do so, we must keep it simple. S0 we will run
approzimately one hundred copies of each issue, and distribute them
first come-first serve, It saddens us to put such limitations bn
the mag, but (alas) it is nesessary, Subsequently (for what it is
vorth) we offer herewith, the right to reprint without any further
permission from the publisher, anything we run. Mebbe you'll be
polite and ask the author before you reprint anything from here.
fLind waybe you'll send yeds a copy. But you don't have to ask us
first. That is, if anybody wants to reprint anything from herein.
(Our impression is that this stuff, published indiscriminately for
public consumption, is in the public domain anyway. Asking reprint
permission seems to be more & matter of personal ethics than of any
legal obligation. Any of you with the knowledge care to do us an
article of copyright, common law copyright, and the public domz2in?)

Remember: write whether you get work or not, We want to hear
from you either way.
~-~Yed
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SOME REMARKS ABOUT QUANTUM MECHANICS & RELATIVITY

400t by Ve g o0 g

QI’ v

Quite & bit hes been written in the nromags 2bout these twn
develonnenta of 20th-century physics, but most »ros end fons con't
seem to mow very much ebout them, I don't want to 88y too nmich
apoutl Lhe ectuel content of these theories, but I do want to exnlain

& few begic idees,

Rolativity is f1Tty yeers old, and 1o slovly »ereoleting down %o
the »nublic. You san mrobakly find 2 bLook on the subject yvou caen
understend in the nearest nublic library -- assuming vou can handle
elementery olgebre,

Quantum wechanics is only half as o0ld, so the laymen lmows very
little about it, If you want to recad an excellent booslc on the Sth-
lect which requires no math at all, read Ovnenheimer's Science end
the Common Understanding., A1l I ettem»pt to do here is explein the
relztion Detveen clngsical or Newtonicn mechanics, and quantum
mechanics and relativity, ond »nerhans what quantum mechanics is like,

(lessicel mechanics is a logicel system in which certsin asaunpt-
iong ore nade vwhich aroe Justifiled in ordinery exncerience, lience the
doductions of classicel meebenics also ave valld for most of ouy
ordinery exnerience, However, the very assumntions which mske
cle2sszical mechanics the simnle thing it is zlso meke it very limited:
it is like 2 theory of geometry which deels only with right triesngles.
To extend the Anzlogy, reletlivity is like o theory vhich 2llows vou
to deel with other figures coataining a right engle, like squares,
and quantun mechanics is lilke a geometry which deals with other kinds
°f triangles then right triangles, In each case, &€ morc gencrat
“4ory lws been sct un, but no general theory to handle all ceses
yet exists.

Howvever, Ghere is a cateh to all this, Our evervday world is
‘liee & world concein ng uothing but right triangles, A DEPrSONl living

th such e world would have no words for Squfres or scalenc tricngles,

and such genercl theories would secem very strange to him. Similerly,
the =ngllsh languzge docs not contain vords cnd concents to describe
the vhenonena tliese theoriecs deal with, so theat 2ny verbal descript-
lon of these phenomena is bound to be ineccurate and misleading, Only
by understanding the actual mathematical formalisn of such a theory

cin one really understand the theory,

i
i

In setting up ths theory or relativity, the concepts of "meeasur-
ing rod" and "cloclk" of clessieal nechanios’ had to be discarded,
beceuse they tacitlyimplied the existeance of signals thet are »ronps.
pated €t an infinite velocity. Since such gignals do not gxist, the
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Younz (2)

essumntion thet 211 observers can Efrec on a nmeasuring rod end a
¢loclz had to be discarded; only the concents of "space-time
coincicence" and "observation" were reteined uncritically,

in ssiiling un Lhe Quentum mechanics, the ordinary concepts of
‘messuring rod” and "elook” were satisfactory, end the notisn of
“apace~biite aoine tdsnsa ang "observation” were found wanting and
hed to be discarded, in their usisl sénse, Thus the two theories
A bothh incommlota, althouzh somewhat complementery. In vieyw of
thelr different assumntions, (¢ Lz no wonder that attempts Eo combine
thom heve besn rathay Unsugecesaful,

It 1s unfortuncte that o singls theory vet exlsts valch s
surticiently gensral to disposas of the troubdle with all four of the
ordinery notions,

You ere Drolehly avaves of the interesting congeqiences of ths
theory aof relativity, so0 T shnil St on to quantum mechanics anc the
indeterminacy nDrincinle,

In the classical theory, the idea of "observing" something
involves the notion that either tlie observer does not disturd the
thing he is observing, or else &het any such disturbance can be
calculated and 2llowved for. But tiisc 'i= not really true for smell
things lile electrons and light beoms, Suspose, for examnle, wve
have an electron traveling at e Imown sneed In a2 certain direction
and ve also want to knov where 1t iz at’ some instant. Ve vy

perhens, shine some light on it,
But if the electron disturbs the
light beem enough to male us
pretty sure of vhere it is, the
light beam hes also caused the
electron to deviate from its
former path so that the nosition
mecsurcment has medc the
velocity rather uncerteain. We
Find thet there is a limit to
how well we can know both the
position and the velocity of
the electron at the 3ame instant,
" fals is 2n examnle of the
uncertainty o indeterminacy
orinciple. It is meaningless
Lo sat that the electron has some
Particular nosition and velocity
at the same time, since no
-experiment could ever measure
both quantities excctly,

Another ilnteresting exneri-
ment 1s one in which light from




Young (3)

a "point" (i.e., very small) source is passed through two pinholes in
an opaque screen, If the pinholes are close together, a peculiay
pattern called a diffraction pattern is produced cn a seccnd screen
wlaced beyond the first. You can duplicate the experiment by nutting
two ninholes very close together in a piece of metal foil. Then hold
the holes to your eye and loolz at some bright, point-like source,
such as a distant light or brisht star, You see several images of
the light source instead of just one; if only one pinhole is used,
only one imege of the source is seen. The usual explanation is that
the light waves coming through the holes interfere with one another
to oroduce the alternste regions of light and dark.

But suppose we consider the light to be made up of "photons" --
descrete, particle-like units -- es other experiments showv we should.
It has been found that if only one photon at a time is allowed to
pass through the holes, the diffraction vattern is the sane. (A
nhotographic nlate must be used to record the very faint light, of
course.) Now suppose we aslk: which hole did the photon go through?
For 1f the photon goes through one hole, we can certainly close the
other hole (since nothing went through the other hole anyway) and
get the diffraction pattern with just one hole, 1f we repeat this for
ma2ny nhotons, But we linow that the diffraction pattern disappears if
ve close one of the holes. What is the explanation of this neredox?
It can be shown that if an experiment is performed wvhich is capable
of detecting which hole the photon gzoes through, the photon is so
greatly disturbed that the pettern is destroued. Ilence it is meaning-
less to look at the diffraction pattern andé ask which hole a nhoton
vhich contributes to the patter has passed through, If you wish, the
photon doesn't go through either liole,

It is clear that thinking in_terms of ordinary weves and perticles
is not correct when we are dealing with electrons end rhotons. Such
pilctorial thinking is always limited Dby the uncertainty »rincinle --
ve are not certain wvhat becomes of the electron,or which hole the
photon passes through., If we want Hrecise numbers and an exact
theory, we must consider vhet the average result of a larce number of
ldentical exneriments will be. The quantum mechanics can give us
those average results very exactly, Dbut we rust use an ebstract
formalism that cannot be plctured vnhysicelly in order to get our answver,
In the case of the electron, we could think of the state of the electron
2s being reprcsented by 2 vector in spece with as meny dimentions as
there are points on en infinitely long line. Or we may represent it
by 2 methemeticel function whose amplitude is related to the probability
of fincding the eleciron in some smal) region of snace. These represent-
ations arc pleasant to deaol with methematically bit they hardly give us
2 nicture of wvhat thc electron is doing., In fact, we find that the
electron is not reslly doinz anytihing; we oRly heve a predicteble
chence of finding it doing something, if we look. There is a small
out predictable chance thot we will find the electron sitting in Box
352, Weyouwege, Wisconsin. Things which behave in such an irresponsible
fashion obviously cannot be described in ordinary IEnglish, but only in
abstruse methematical language.

-
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You may wonder why physiclsts use nuchk » bizarre theory, Dirac
explains the matter in discussing both relativity and the quantum
mechanics, He s5ay8:

"Relativity.,,was soon sénerally eccented by physicists, There
are two reesons for this: (a) 1t is in agreement with experiment, and
(b} there is e beautiful emotionsl appeal, The second reason is not
80 much talked about, but in my oninion it is the stronger one,

"The vrinciple of indeterminacy is,..just an uzly and rather
artificiel limiteticn on our use of the concents of roesition and
velocity. However, there is a beautiful methematical Llieory under-
lying it, a theory which essoclates narticles with woves cad forms
the mein structure of quantum mechanics, The beauty of this theory,
together with the agreement of its results with experiment in a very
large number of applications, has co2used it to be generally accepted
by physicists, "

-~~-Andy Young

----—-—-—-———Q—-———u—-

More Editorial,..

This baziyard bit 43 one witth which we ring many faults, but the
keynote of Celsy is simplicity,..for the ed-publishers, of course,
It is our intention to keep the zine simyle to produce, and reclative-
ly small, in order to keep 1t from peoening more worl than pleasure,
We feecl that o small frequent mapgnzipe has 2dvantages over a large
rare onc., We feel that crude, undisciplined format is less wear and
tear on the starff than would be the fine, aye-impresstve Eype magazine
Ve admire and would cmulate, had we the will. As 1s, this 13 &
sort of full-sined tabloid, and will be cormited with loving care,
respect for the reader, and 1in the finest traditions of yellow-sheet
journalism, even if it's slant is considerably different,

We will try to bo consisbtent in the use of the editorial "wa",
and hope that it won't {ipl you tce much, Ve are an editorial "“ya":
¥e are a "we"., Deaplte tho fact that most of uhg actusl production,
and the writing of editorials, is the worl of the ohe Shaw, ldesas,
inapiration, sditorial decindions, ctc. ane in most tases, the worl
of both of us. Without Larry, there would likely be no Clesy, Se

wve are "we', and will accept the blame almost equally.

A Lo the next EXCELSIOR, publication date will depend on
material for use in the issue, more than anything else, If we can
lay hands on suitable stuff, #2 will be out 50 suon that you!ll
barely have time to get your Sub maéney in., It will featurc an
article by Jean Young, that we can guarantee now. And if there i4
anything to put in it, there will be a letter section., Ghu knows
what else, e are open to suggestions.

Hoping you arc the sanme, *

*Copyrighted: Robert Bloch 1877 L. Shaw, Ltd,
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THE POWER
a8 novel of menace by Frank M. Robinson
Lippincott

Mr Robinson opens his book with a one-gsentence hook and closes 1t %
vith a one-sentence hook. Between them, he uses a number of one-
sentence punches, in a manner that makes the reader feel as if he
has approachecd something, then backcd off Slightly and hit it head
on. It 1s an effective writing device, and one that seems to be
common with that Mid-Westerm group of writers. His sentences are
readable, his action well-paced and cmotional. Unfortunately he
hes not written a good book,

He opcns by telling us that a man named Olson is worried, Hee b
that we've been hocked into continuing through whatever he might put
next, he procceds to bring on the cast. The princivels are lined

up and reviewcd by the protagonish, Tanncr. Tanner is kind enough
to summarize the charactcrs of thesec people for us, thus saving the
rcader and the author the bother of furtner characterization,

Yhe cast proves to be madc B of people whom we feel e have met in
other books in veiled disguises. For instance:

"Olson,

"A pudgy yeung man,..who hid bohiind & pair of thick, horn-rimmed
zlasses. Brilliant, narrow-minded, and anti-social, The kind for
whom a universily was slways e rcfuge, but not the kind you expect
to flip his wig, either."”

"Patricia Olson--Petey, for short--his (Tanner's) Secretary and
Olsonls sigtow,..might have bcen prctty but she wore no rouge or
Lipetick to dress up what she had, She wore her hair pulled back
in & bun and plastioc-framcd Elasses with perfectly round, enormous
lenses that gave a tarsier-like ¢xpression to the slightly flat face
bchind them. A nosc that could be called pert, & perpetuel frown.
-and thick, unplucked cyebrows. Efficient, Celm. And very cold,"

Mr Robinson has cach of his prrimary characters surveycd &nd labelled
in this manner and then procceds to toll us that thoro is & "super-
man'" among them, On no cvidencce at all Tanner assumes that the
"superman” would have telekinetic power and cerries on from there
without a seccond thought to logic,

Olscn is killed, apparently by the Superman, but ndt before he can
gilve us a name by which to call the supeiman: Adam Hart,



Adam Hart is thc man with the power. The power of what, you might
well aslk. Tanner, apparently as spokesman for the author, expresses
it &s, "He could make pcople do what he wanted them to," This is

the kind of cmphatic hook that gives the book punch. ::But. duly con-
sidered, i1t 1o & valucless statcment. It Hart's power were as broad
and unlimited as this statcment implics, therc would be no book.
Unfortunately, Mr Robinson ncver actually defincs, by word or action,

the exact cxtcecnt of The Power, ’

Hart proves to be the son of a gypsy family, from the same hometown

as Olson. In that town he is remembercé by diffrrent people as being
different in appeerance. A romantic girl remembers him as tell, blond
and handsome., A farmer recalls him as medium height, stocky, the

kind who'd look good bechind a tecam of horscs, A school atheletic
coach says he was a short, dark boy who had thc making of a great
athclcte.

No one sccems to have comparcd notes, or done anything elsc that would
have hindercd Hart. He has caused them to rcmember him with affect-
ion and rcspect, despite the many bablcs he fathercd, fights he caused,
ctec,ote,. He cven cmplanted a suggestion in the mind of a boy, to

kill anyonc who should come into town looking for him,

Hart clouds photographs takén of him, He causes rccords to appcar
end/or disappecar from filcs at his wish, cven in distant cities. It
i1s implicd that he docs so by contrclling the minds of the clcerks
handling thesc rccords, But when Tanncr's thesis disappears from a-
bookshell wherc it and others have becn accumulating dust for years,
there 1s no mark in that dust, no dign of its cver hating been thore.
Well, if Hart had telekinctic powers we cen go along with this, but
il Hert is teclckinetic, what doecsn't the author tell us so? If he
can cmploy tclekinctic power, why can't he usc it in his attempt to
destroy Tanncr? Drop & gargoyle or him, wreck hisz car, or somcthing
of, that sort?

This Power of Hart's is odd. Whilc wec arc watching him perform, he
sccms to losc control over his vietim whencver he looses sight, or
line of gight centact. Yet he is ablc to control clerks in distant
citics., 1Is the author implying thet he can tecleport himself too?

Despite this varigeted pover, Hart lets Olson, who knows about him,
reveal his cxistance to the other principals. There is no explanat-
ion why he did not simply crasc Olson's mcmory of him, as he had
done oth¢rs. He lets the principals remcmbor about him, and gocs
through the incfficicent busincss of killing them, rather than simply
crasing thecir minds. He ceortainly has thc power of brainwashing: he
causce a wife to forget her husband, and gives her en cntire ncew

set of memories to replace the old ones, But hc kills her husband,
rather than crasing his mind. Hart, who is capablc of this kind of
control, pays blackmall to a man rathcr than taking contrsl of that
man's mind becausc, "Adam Hart accepted (their blackmail and allisnce)

10



because he realized that even Heloould use allies, that (they) might
be valuable. He could have controlled (them) directly but that would
have taken timec and effort and unwilling servants arc never as uscful
as those who arc enthusiastic about their position,". After what we
have read ebout the people in Hart's hometown, this is pretty hard to
swallow. It sounds more like aun aftcrthought than an explanation.

The climax 18 & mastcrpiece of violence, seadism and short, punchy
sentencex, The snapper is a good one, althoughthe detective story
readcr who expects his author to follow rules about clues and antlici-
pation, feels somewhat cheated by 1t.

Basically, the bogk breeks down into three sections, following each
other like the acts of a hack play. Act onc introduces the charact-
ers, act two states the problem, and act threce consists of solving
the problem by elimlnating the suspects one by one until only the
villaein rcmains,

It is an entertaining bonk, if one can overlook the lack of logic and
logical motivation, The casual reader with a kind, forgiving, un-
critical eye, would probably find it well worth reading. Roblnson
conveys the helplessness and frustration of 2 man opposed to a super-
man. He had me caught up in his drama to such en extent that I found
mysclf hurrying out of empty rooms and "waring of dark corners,

THE POWER is rccommended to tolerent recaders.

SCIENCE FICTION ADVENTURES
2 bi-monthly s-f magazine edited by Larry T. Shaw
Royal Publications

For some unexplained reason the first issue of this megazine 1s Vol.l
NWo. 6, which should spice up the lives og the prozine indexers and
completists,

As the editor warns us in almost-so-many-words, SFA lacks only the
pulp size and untrimmed edges to be & pulp in the fine old tradition
of garish covers, fast action, and to-hell-with-the-deep-thought
stories. After reading the editorisl one slmost expects to find

Bat Durston somewhere between the covers. He isn't there thils issue,
though. What we do find is:

The Starcombers by Edmond Hamilton

Tnis is a fast, exciting story that opens with an interesting picture
of "scavengers of the universc", e lot of sordid spacc-tramps. There
is an inept stab at characterization in this opcning, where the princi-
pals are introduced and taggcd. For instanceiithe drunkard, the
greedy slob, and the slut. Ooce thesc tags have been given to us,
they are pretty much forgotten, and the characters fall into the
customery classifications of Good Men, Bed Man, and Bad Woman, etc.
Action in the story is plain, simple and,within the framework ecstab-
lished, wondgrfully credible., The situations are well-drawn and full
of the fine detall that gives life to this# sort of story. The plot
is not cluttered with unnecessary attompts et artiness (aside from
the attempted characterizations). It is a plot suited to the length
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ef the slory, 8o that tliere 18 neither the scnaation or having read
e synopnis of g NoVeZ,or & dolpk-111ea short atory,

fon this peadop one mrobtlem remainsd unresolved, though, How does
& Spaceship slouch?
Artvork with this 8tory wes vory poor; crude workmanship coupled with
apparent ignorance of the field,

Seeret of the Green Invaders by Robert Randall
This story I8 fot wast Jour critic would call an action-adventure.

It is peopled with hissing Aliens of various colors, and becomes
unfortunately transparent once it 1s fully 1laeig out. But it isg
readable writing ang trasped up in dome interesting ideas,
The EMSH artwork with the story 1s the best in the 1ssue, which isn't
saying much,
BATTLE FOR THE THOUSAND SUNS by Calvin Knox and David Gordon

I never finished reading this storv, In wnat I »ead I encountered
Such & melee of Swordsmen, Iyi} Byea, and disinherited dsuphing of
OQuter Space that, pnce T had nut the stony dovn, I couldn's bring
myself to plelk tt up again,
The drawings with Uhis sbory are slmost unheavebly bad, and 210
Lhorouphly sonfusad Dy the overuse of atetato shading sheeta,

SCILCNCE FICTION ADVENTTURER i3 recommendsd only to the avid blood-and-
thunder fan, Unfortunately for the field, it is no Worse than the
average magazine of this type, and far better than some,

* ¥ *

THE STARS MY DESTINATION by Alfred Bester
Sserialized in GALAXY Hagazine: Oct, Nov & Dec 1956, and Jan 1957,

An aivemnt to guote EVEry example of bad writing, poor plotting,
pointless sadism, inent logic and ordinary Garszlessness in this story
wvould result ip an almost vord-for-word reprint of the eéntire serisl,

The at¥ry onans with rouzhly neven and = nall pages of historical
and sociological background which varies from insipig, high~school
text writing style. to the dialogue of a Very poor press interviey
on the subject of ‘jaunting", (The man who discoverad jaunting bore
the curiously significant néme of Chaples Fopt Jaunts,

Jeunting is 8 method of teleportation which Bester describes in great
out f{nscesuats dnd inconsistant detail, Jaunting is a limited bless-
ing; how far one i1s capadble or jaunting in one leap depends on the
individual and "no man has ever haunted farther than a thousand miles",
(Here Bester begins to betray a wealness for round numbers,) Ang
"despite all efforts, no man hag ever jaunted acrogs the voids of
space,"  Those who tried 1t never had been found,

Byproducts of Jeunting tnejuds epldemics of diseass, crime and immoral -
L%y, The reanons P gter pgives are contradictory to his defigltion of .
jaunting, But that never seems U0 Bother Mr Bester, And "it 1s again-
this seething background of the 25th century that the vengeful history
of Gulliver Foyle begins, " ' ’

»
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Critic et Large (5)

Wito ths Ssemingly intorminable prologue out of the way the seemingly
interminable Story picks up a little speed, The protagonist is intro-
duced and so that there will be 1ittls, ir fny, difficulty in the
reader’s understanding of the hero, Gully Foyla, the writer delves
into the art or characterization as follows:

"Of 811 the brutes in the world, he was among the least valuable
alive, and the most likely to survive,, . He was Gully Foyle, the oiler,
viper, bunkerman: too easy for trouble, too slow for PR TGEs empty
for friendship, too lazy for love,,.A man of physical strength ang
intellectual potential stunted at minimum, The stereotype Common
Man. Some unexpected shock might DA3531bly ayaken him, but Psych can-
not find the key,.," Bester continues like this for some time, adding
that the key is soon to be found., ( To Judge from the leysl of hisg
vabln§ in this story, this is the Common Man st wham the story is
fimad, )

Qully 1s Erapped in the Wreckage of n Spacesniy, NOMAD, half wvay te-
tween Mars and Juriter. Bester'sy deseription of his survivaltechnique
1s interesting and fairly well varksd cut, even though 1t is goientif-
ically unsound

Syertually Gully spots fpather ahip, The VORGA, a statep ghip to the
NOMAD, He sets ot dlstress finpres, and the VORGA obviously sees them.
Ske veers off course, approaches, and then turns back, leaving Gully.
Ihis, Mister Bester infopms us, is "the key", Being deserted in space
angers Gully, ”precipitating & chain of reactions that would make an
Infernal machine orf Gully Foyle,"

"ired with this enthusiasm Gully ingeniously pescues himself by read-
ing all the texts on the derelict, learning rocketry from them, recon-
ditioning a "tail jet™ and getting the NOMAD moving,

In chapter two we find the Sargasso Asteroig, 'a tiay planet manufacture
of natural rock and wreckage, salvaged by its inhabitants in the course
of 200 years." TIts inhabitants 8re the degenerate descendents of a
marooned research team, They are Savages who call themselves The
Scientific People, and vhosy culture is hased on distortions of the
knovledge of the original reseash teom, Thay £ind the NOMAD and the
unconscious hulk of Gully Foyle, and they adopt him into their tribe

by presenting him with a veman and adorning him in the prescribed
tribal manner, a facial tatoo in the style of the Meori mask (see
Queequeeg in MOBY DICK) with the addition of one's name which apparent-
ly must contain tie letter 0, In the taton the Q is rendered o oy
vomen and o for men, Gully is decorously inscribed NoMAD,

Once he revives from his trip on the NOMAD, he takes leave of the
Sargasso of Space by pulling the remains of & private yacht out af the
debris and (using both rockets this tims) taltes off for the Inney
Planets. He is found in a state of diarepalip (”bleeding again, prine
v1ith gangrene and cne silde of his head was pulpy™) by the Navy, He

13



Critic At Large (6) Interminably
1s p2tched up and let to discover the native handivork on his face,

Tyve sonoing lndicates a pessage of time, and Robin Wednesbury is
introduced, She, too, 1s given charactar by Bester's skilled pen,
"She was a tall, lovely Nerro Rirl, brilliant angd cultivated, but
handicapped by the fact that she vas a telesend, a one-way telesoath,
She cuuld broadeest her Ehoughts to the werld, but could recelve
nothing." GShe 5 £ jaunte instructor, tesching serebral cases who
have lost their Jjeunte abllity, Gully Foyle is one of her students,

Here Beaster deals in more detail with the SCope and limitations of
jaunting:

"You ned tg actuelly see 8 place to memorize it, which meant
you had to pay for the transportation to get you there. Even 3-D
photographs would not do the trieck,"

leter: "In the Homes of Lhe wealthy the rooms of the female
members were blind, without windows or doors, open only to the jaunt-
ing of the intimate members of the family." In the 1{glit of the
rrevious statement, one must fssume that the intimste membens of' ths
family are built into these Blind rooms beforshand, {n opdey thet
they be able to Jeunts in and out when the room I3 commleted,

'To jounts 1t was necessary (among othap things) for a man to
know exactly where he was and yvhers he wvas going or there was little
nope of arriving anywhere alive. It was 83 impossible to jaunte from
an undetermined starting point as it was to arrive a2t an _unknown
destilnation, Iile shooting a pistol, one had to know where to ainm
and which end of the gun to hold, BUt a glance throush a windew or
COor might enable a.mian to memorize the I-E-5 coordinates of a place,

The L-E-S veferred to tu "Loeutton, Llevation. Situation,"
and Mr Bester admits in referring to these as coordinates that they
are terms of relativity, but he gives no points of relationship,
And without referents, these words are meaningless. As far as T
can make out, the entire explanation or jaunting 1s meaningless,
loaded* as it is with inconsistancies and careless errors, If some
acute critic wishes to assert that the entire story 1is meaningless
he will get no arguement from me,

D uring achool hours, Gully Foyle kept pleying hookey from his jaunte

class, jaunting off to seérch for informatiaon on the VORGA. Somewhere

along the line he speaks into Robin's apartment and is vaiting there
for her when she jauntes home one evening, He explains to her why

he has been skipping classes, tells her that when the var between the
Inner Planets and the Outer Planets bepan her movher and sisters yepe
left on Callisto which makes her legally an alien belligerent, and
thon he vapes her,
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Critic at Large (7)

The next addition to the interminable cast i3 fresteipgn of Prestelgn,
"{n an age yhen comiunication Iy3tems wera virtually extinet - when it
WaAS casied to jaunte girectly tn a men's office for s discussion than
tio Eelephone op telegrnph - Presteign still maintained an antique
telephone Svitchboard vith operator in hip study, "

One is tempted to asic ahout communicationa between people who have
Rever seen the interiop off each othert's offices, or paid fop non-
jaunte transportation to the towns of each other's residences, Is
It easier to make that first trin from the nearest iaunte stage with
vhich one is familiar and then travel non-jaunte from the stace %o
the office then it vould be to make »adin contact? And who does
Prestelgn os1l on his tslephons SWwitchboard, anyway?

fresteign has a freak daughter, an 2lbino named Olivia vho has doops
to ller apartment because the range of her vision is from 7,500 ang-
fitroms to one-millimeter vave-lengths, Apparently L-E-§ in such terms
is not adequate for Jaunting, .

Fresteign 8oes to a spacefislg to commisaion o anip, The VORGA
‘Eppens Lo be in dock at the time, (Bostep's details of the space-
port are worth the costl of the mapRsine , While Presteign is thiere,
someone Lrles unsuceassfully to hlow up the VORGA, Thia ls, of course, !
Gully Foyle who is 8till ovrer Ling outside the realm of present-day
logical behavior, He catches #ire fpom the nduction fieid of the
Shaceport defense System and Qashes about, ef'lame, for a while, He
1s captured,

Enter another Of Bester!g utterly fascinating oharacters, Uaptain
Y'ang—Yeovil, General of Central Intelligence, 2 Chinese, Y-Y want:
Gully because only Gully knowg whot became of the hulk of the NOMAD,
And on board the NOMAD there was s Jusbstance called PyrE which SVETY -
one seems to vant, except Gully who haa no ¥novledge of it, Neverthe-
Yess Gully refuses to tell where he hid the NOMAD,

Frestnign hipes & man called Yagenham to fins Gully and Pry the where-
abouts of the NOMAD out of him, Dagenhem 13 a physicist vho, in a
I'ission accident, became dangerously radiocactive, Subsequently he is
pald by the government to take safety precautions, Sort of a Typhoidar
Mary, he must avoid contact with any person for more than 5 minutes
per 24 hours, and must not occupy any room, not even his own, for more
then 30 minutes ner 24 hogp serind. This presents difficulties which
Bester does not axnpiain,

Dagenham gets Gully ang Subjects hinm ko a number of Sensory project-
lons and elaborate play-acting with Live actory, but Gully 43 too
stupld to respontd, The btell him that there {s 20-088¢ mimmton in
C#dits on booyd the derelict, snd ha ignores themn, in sheep despevat-
ton Lhey confine him to the Gouffre Mertel, and that ends installment
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Critic At Lerge (8)

Instellment |2 is funny enough to recount in full, but unfortunately
doing so here would be impractical, High spot 1s Gully's sscapa from
the Gouffpe Martel, & tave-nrison somewhere in Frence, Gully and a
vomnn conviet, Jiz  escfpe Trom theip oella and blunder about in the
infra-red 1it hells of the prison, Gully l&ys hands on a pair of the
i-r goggles vwhich the guards vear in order to see, but rather than
each of them taking a look through the goggles and establishing their
L-E~3 in order to jaunte out of the prison, Gullv piloks up a gonvenient
sledge hammer and stapts smashing out the i-r lights. With the girl,
he blunders into the automatic cleensers of the sanitation pens, where
both are denuded by the auntometic clothing ramover. Hsked, they

break through a windov s&nd wandep on, "stripped, greasy with soap,
siashed and bleeding", They crash into = blank wall wWhich Gully
recognizes by feel as manmede, FHe smAshes through it was the Sledge
hammer, and they go bthrough the hole lnto the naturnl save bayond, in
niter davines

Vet ‘ond néked, they dlscover that the cavern is floored with fee, They
igaate an underground river, decide it must mun Qut, and ¥0 plunge int
1T, 'After a pood deal of difficulty they erawl ocut of the water and
stumble througl the utterp darkness, folloying the river bank., They
traverse a number of dolman-1ile bouldera, chat a while, and finally
Gully sits dovn in the grass, He f'inishes a paragraph while realizing
that he is sitting, nelked, in grags, At first thought, this slow

take seems odd, but when the reader realizes that Gully has just

spent quite a bit of time swimning &round nalked in an lce cave, it is
apparent. why it took him so long Bo discover the grass, And so "they
aesprds the sof't sigh of nlght winds end the sweet Scent of green grow-
ing things came to their nostrils,” and they discover they are no
longer in the ice cave,

Bo Gully lays Jiz and we proceed to the next chapter,

And on and on and on the story goes in muoch hhis mianner, Gully is
demolished again and agaln, &nd when he 1d not belng dewolishad, he
L8 busy demolishing someons glzne, For me to continue to synopsize
wvould be inadequate, I could never capture tha full absurdity of the
story of the author's complete disregard for the intelligence of his
readers, Recounting the lnconsisttineies (n Jaunting, elone; would

Po & Tull-tims fob, Akout the Dent thing I can aby for THR STARS MY
DESTIVATION is that it L3 Tull of color, exotic cogtumes: and striking
visual effents, Unfortunately it hes all the plot quelity of a TV
spectacular,

LI Anyone really sape , he can read ths story for himself, 1The serious
devotee of good sclence-f'iction would probably find more entertainment
in a cheap comic boolk,

--~CAL



,  Archie Mercera
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OVER THE ,.
CHANKLY BORE

e lightweight column

SIDELIGHT CN Where I work, we deal with two kinds of melleable iron
A MALLEABLE -knovn respectively as "Whiteheart'end "Blackheart"
IRONWORXS for some technical reason I heppen to be unacquainted

with ~ for they both look alike to the naked eye. Now
they heve several foundries making blackheart castings, which are
called after the year each was brought into production, Also, sone-
times our orders are nroduced hy the main worits at Derby.

It so happens that vhenever & pattern of casting chenges its
nature in any of the ways open to 1t in the above paragraph, it throws
the cost-estimeting system into confusion, And it happensto be one of
my jobs then to go through the wvarious evidence with e fine tooth comb,
trying to ascertzin just how meny castings made, scrapped and/or sold
fall into each category, so as to segregete them and cost them proper-
ly. And I've developed a vocabulary to fit them as I go, A job that
chenges the “colour” of its metal, for instance, is obviously a "cha-
meleon's A job that!s moved from one "yearly" foundry to another cen,
just as obviously, hardly be anything but a'"time-traveller', Then a
job wkhich is temporarily Mede At Derby naturally goes MAD for the
duration of its stay there,

I've never yet come across a genuine specimen of & maed time-
travelling chameleon, admittedly, But I'm still hoping.

BACK TO THE You don't know how lucky you are to be reading this
BRONZE AGE column, (If for some reason you're NOT reading it,
you STILL don't know how lucky you are,) The fact is,
if Lee had asked me for a brilliant trufan-type article or story, or
even for an eguelly brilliant sericon-type article or story, I could
only have written back and told her to write the thing herself, I'm
not one of these people who can just sit dovn and write first-class
meterial to order, Hell, I can't even LIE down end do it, But a "
Column - thatts Different. In fact, mentally I AM & column, I think
like & column, DNot in long coherent self-contazined chunks, but in bits
and pleces all lmphazerd and at random, dJust sc long &s 8 column's
all the girl wants off me, she's got a pretty good chance of getting
it, In fact, she might even PRINT it, for all I know,., If she does,
ingidentally, it will be the first-ever contribution of mine-barring
letters-to have cever appeared in auy fanzine outside the Furopean
theatre, It i1s, as a matter of fact, my principle to concentrate my
fanac more on the local scene, on the grounds that to try and cover the
entire fannish fiéld in all its gory detail would be too much for m@ .
all 2t once. ~F-ndom!s bigger than I am~In fact it's blgger than both-
of us, end that wvay lies gafia, However, by having a Column in EXCEL-
SIOR I'11 be able to assure myself of regular supplies, without having
to write to the Tditor or donate a penny to TAFF 1n her name whenever
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Archie (2)

I want & copy.

SHE scems to have high hopes of the project, anvwey., The specifi-
cation on the invitation calls for "a men of estute, intelligent atti-
tude," which she obligingly essures me is intended to refer to my
person, Also I will be free-according to s2id invitotion-to write
whatever I please in whetsoever manner I feel like doing so, only so
long as 1t is legally mailebile, "Although" the invitation concludes
"some fannish or science-fictional slant occasionally would be nice. '
Now it so happens thet by & remarksble coincidence, beside being
indisputably fennlsh, I quite frequently find myself reading science~
Tiction, Therefore T am undoubtedly the fan for the Jjob.

Onty the other week, for instance, I read & science-fiction
megazine-and quite & historic one, too, being the first Ziff-Davis
totue of their famous standby "Amazing Stories”. June 1935 is the
date sllotted-hence the "Bronze Age" tag above. Not that Ttd g0 So
far es to BUY & thing like that, ofl course, but Jim Linwood gave it to
me An eXchange for some hended notepaper, so I thought I might as well
melkn the most of 1%, It contains seven stories, nome of them of any
great length, end I was considerably surprised to find that two of them
wvere actually worth the trouble token in reading them, One of these
wes by Charles Tanner-"The Vanishing Dizmonds," which puts over wvhet
this ignorant non-scientific specimen of fanhood considers guite a
valid gimmick in sufficiently assimilable form for me to enjov-and if
I sy I enjoyed 2 short story, belleve me, that IS praise, The other
reedable item was by, of all people, John Russell Fearn-elbelt he slao
hed &n epic under the Polton Cross byline that stinks to high Hades in
the seme issue, The Readable one-"A Summons From Mars"-doesntt have
ruch justification-it shows the hero in & dilemms vhether to help the
Surviving Mertienne found 2 new hybred race (therecby vindicating his
father's name) or stay on Eerth with the girl of his choice, Neverthe-
less, he managed-for once-to put it over in such a vay as to make me
genuilnely curious as te the outcome, r

Tho dlalog in the story tends toward the unpolished at times-to
day the least., Dig this extract from the bottom of P-.87:

""But I'm interested!” she broke in guickly., "Anything scientif-
ic does something to me, That's wvhy I asked about your neme. I think
your father was the most wonderful ploneer in history, He dared the
void," she whispered. "The void, "t

0=, 11" you can face it, this verbatim chunk of conversation from
the bottom of P,80:

" girl was silent for emoment, toylng with her breskfast. Then
she said, "Funny, isn®t it, that we both have plenty of money, are both-
interested in the same things, and yet came together beczuse T was Fool -
1sh enough to run out of gas?"

'If that was the reason, yes," Eric agreed,

"0h, it wes-reallyl" Her wyes were very sezious.

"It's a pity there are conventilcns..: in the world," he grunted:
"otherwise you could stay here with me and we'd experiment toghther...,"

(No - not THAT sort of conmvention, stupid.)
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Cne othier story besides those two struck me as heving quelity,
6lthoush it dldn't eppenal to me personally, That was Lt John Penmsels
"The Tnvieible Bomber," a gimmick story on the fourth-dimentional
Ltheme.

The letter column-entitled "Discussions", & title that Ted Tubb
has recently pinched to use in Authentic-is mainly notable for the
presencl of a peragraph from one "Paul F, Weber" of Middlesex, England,
Now I know of no Paul ¥, Weber, either in Middlesex or elsewhere, but
1 go Imow of a Paul ENEVLR, still of Middlesex to date, Well Enever
did,

Flnally the issue contains & genuine serious and constructive
Scince Quiz, Some of Hhose Tvenly Questions I just cantt refrain from
quoting iIn full. Fifteen or more correct ansvers, we are informed, o
puts one In the "Good" class, Tighteen is excellent, Twenty-~onets
elther looked at the enswers or one's brillient. Well, if you went
to be brilliant, you!ll heve to go and be brilliant somevhere else,
because T'm only quoting nine of the twventy., 8o kere goes, You Have
Been VWrorned;

3. VWhich one of the following would be most helpful 1In astro-
nomical studies: 1, metromome; 2, sterilizer; 3, blecj-jackl 4, theo-
dolite; 5, centrifuge, i

5. Mehitabel, our family cet, would be classed 2s a: 1, bivalve;
<, rodent; 3, category; 4,feline; 5, reptile.

6. If somebody said to you, "Whet unusuel elabester,” you should
answver: 1, "Smile when you say thet, stramgeri'; 2f "Yes, but it's
confortable to sit in"; 3, "As rocks go, it is odd"; 4, "Weli, I
prefer ragtime, mgself"; 5,"It IS protty shrubbery."

10, Ve have to thank which of these busy little creatures for
building up Bermude: 1, Beavers; 2, coral; 3, termites; 4, nublitity
men; 5, Snow VWhite's seven dwarfs,

1%, Tn an attempt to impress you, he says, "This amazing
nacrocosmt” referring to: 1, e microbe; 2, speghetti; 3, the universe:
4, Bob Burnst bazooke; 5, static,

15, The opposite of zenith is: 1, R,C,A; Victor; 2, nebule:

3, South Pole; 4, Hades; 5, nagir, S

18, The moon will soon be at perlgee, which means: 1, the con-
sistency of cheese; 2, nearest to earth; 3, at its full;~%, farthest
from esrth; 5, in eclipsc,

19, One of these is not o psuedo-science: 1, elchemy; mesmerism:
3, phrenology; %, clairvoyance; 5, phonetics.

20, If ve measure off a triangle whose sides ere relatively
3, 4%, end 5 it will be whet kind of o triangle? 1,meritel; 2, egui-
latverel} 3, right; 4, obtuse; 5,acute,

MY answers are as follows:
3 ~ apple~jack
5 ¢ alligetor
- you gotte rocl:
10= Bermudans
14- Insufficient data. Bob WHO burns bazookn? Not
to mention WHY? Also, static WHAT?
15~ Iric Needham
13-~ see answver to Questiaon 3 egain quickly
19~ H'm - something's obviousiy phoney
20~ Marsupial
19
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By the way, eny offers for & coverless Ammzing for June 1938°?

VIVES IA 4 word, if I mey, upon the all-important topic of Sex.
DIFFLRENCE Now 1t is Sex, it could be szid and probably frequently

. 1s, thet has made the world what 1t is today. Without
Sex, in fact, vhere would we be? Well-let!s see. The world as it is
todey-and vhat o mess too, IS it, then, the fault of Sex?

Come fto think of it, i1t undoubtedly is to a large extent. The
world's problems cen't be ENTIRELY blamed on Sex-but meny of them can,
eand anyway Sex undoubtedly eggravoetes those thet it doesn't directly
cause, to some extent,

Lett's see, first of all, just what IS directly attributable to
Sex, Much strife, bloodletting, end the aftermath thereof-in fact the
good old Four Horsemen in e2ll their filthy glory. Sex can easily lead
to warfare on any scele-rounging from the simnle tribal or village
woman-gnatching feud of e primitive or rural éeonle, through the Trojan
Wer and its ilk to the Spanish Armede and beyond. Sex is as basic &
cZuse as any of racisl antagonism (Would vyou let YOUR Negro merry e
Daughter?) It can cause misery by nromoting the displey of vanity
beyond ones means; it can lead to all sorts of simple neuroses from
simple jealousy to mass homicide, It can drive men-and presumebly
vomen-to suicide, drug-addiction, religious crackpottery, (fandom)) end
skulking in derk pleces, frequently all of these together, It can
a2rousefeelings of shame where none should be, provide a happy hunting
ground for malicious busybodies-vhose condition enywvay 1s probably all
its own fault-and, with e finel triumphant flourish, candouble the
cost of upkeep on the local public conveniences,

Of =11 thet, then, and more besides, Sex 1s ot the bottom, (sic)
And where it isn't at the very bottom, you cen be sure it!s still there
in the background, plugging eway for 211 thet it's worth to increase
the evils that beset us. Sex mey not start a given wer, but the sold-
lers will go happily off to fight for their wives end fSemilies-and just
as heppily ravish the enemy's and anybody elsc's they hapoen to come
fcrocs on the voy. Besides, the posstssicn of "exclugive_preserves bocek
home will meke them fight all the harder so that they can the soconer
reclalm their own., Diseases-with certain well-lmnown exceptions-~are
10t caused by Sex, but the resultent interruption to the potientts
sex~life mey well hinder the cure. Snogging a2t the wheel is surely
2 contributary cause of meny roed accidents, Dogs are szid to be the
cause of many more-but ub.stotistics heve been produced concerning
wvhere the dog was going et the time. OFf course it MAY heve just seen
a cat, or the master-but cats and masters hove no monopoly on cenine
drawving nowver, )

In fact;y on the face of it, Sex is & very bed thing, and the
world would be far better off yrizhout it. I ccn only think offhand
of one arguement to the contrary-end that is that wihhout Sex, the
human race as a whole would have no interest in 1life excent Sport-and
Sport has just as much potentielity Sor evil, besides being even nmore
futile, ©So on the wvhole I'd sooner have Sex, Therefore I declare Sex
the winner-by en ugly head,

CONUN- | Q: Whet is the difference between a six-legmped purple
DRUM dreagon and a rich entomologist?
A: One 1is & bug-eyed monster and the other'!s a money-
eyod bugster,
2’) ---Archie Mercer
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ERRATA: On page 13, paragraph 6 (next to the last) ve failed to stylus
in the markings our typewriter lacked, so the last sentences in tke
paragraph should read "In the tatoo the 0 is rendered  for women and
o for men. Gully is decorously inscribed No¥AD." Bloch the Blessed
help us if we fail to stylus in the additions again,

As of the cutting of this stencil, the magazine is almost all
mimeoced, and we are glad ., There have been mncountable delays, In
fact this isn't even the zine originally scheduled. Roughly a year
2go in England we were bitten by the bug to pub a subzine (say that
three times fast), and after much wvorry and discussion decided on a
title for @ sercon subzine, This isn't it. After searching for the
fine, intelligent material of s-fional nature we wanted to run in
At we found we had only one contributor, our Critic At Large., So we
chucked At and transferred our critic to Celsy, With the s-(but not
especially f-)ional material of the Youngs at hand, the not really
S- or - ional material of Archie Mercer, and A,J, Budrys!' very fannish
item reprinted from FAPA, we had lined up a typical fannish subzine,
we flgured, And so we scheduled it for publication in the latter part
of November, 1956, But the rush of getting out SFFY slowed us down.
I'nen wve discovered Masterveave paper and decided to order it, Celsy
vas to be delayed until the arrival of the paper,

But one of the editors took sick, and the paper was not ordered
a@s per schedule., UWhen the paper finally was ordered and came, Celsy
wvas quickly thrown into the works, and nowv is wvell shaped up, with
but two stencils to be cut, and a few more than that to me duplicated,
and then the worst of the work, assembling and mailing, and it will
all be over for this issue,

The line-up for issve ;2 looks very good. Jean Young follows
her husband's article in this issue with comments on Uncertainty
in Geology and related problems. OQur Critic At Large hits a few more
recent science-fiction items. And if you write something and get it
to us soon enough, even you might be in the line-up for Celsy 72,

Satisfied that we have completed this issue with the traditional
Tirst issue descripption of the problems encountered in the publication
of the first issue involved, we!ll slam the tail gate on this thing,
and be off and aWaY....: .00 evese..
Onvard, upvard! Dxcelsior!
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